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Nach jiingsten Schitzungen
des franzésischen Landwirt-
schaftsministeriums liegt die
Erntemenge bei ungefihr 52
Millionen Hektoliter. Dies
entspricht einer Einbufle von
rund 6 Prozent im Vergleich
zum vergangenen Jahr.

Peter Balzerowiak, Verkaufs-
leiter beim renommierten Im-
porteur WeinArt im Rhein-
gau, rechnet mit einem guten
Ergebnis fiir Saint-Emilion
und Pomerol: »Die Winzer
haben ihre Merlot- und Ca-
bernet-Sauvignon-Trauben in
diesen Gebieten rechtzeitig
vorm grofen Regen geerntet.
Im Médoc blieben die Trau-
ben hingegen zu lange hin-
gen. Das Resultat diirfte hier
weniger gut ausfallen.«

Fr Stephan Graf Neippperg
von Chiteau Canon-la-Gaf-
feli¢re in Saint-Emilion ist der
98er »der grofte Jahrgang seit
1990. Der heifle Sommer
brachte sehrreife Trauben, der
Regen konnte ihnen letzt-
endlich nichts mehranhaben,
da die Vegetation abgeschlos-
sen war. Bei einem durch-
schnittlichen Ertrag von 32
Hektoliter pro Hektar bringt
uns der neue Jahrgang sehr
dichte, volle und komplexe
Weine mit einer sehr intensi-
ven Farbe und reifen, vollen
Tanninen. Der 98er wird ein-
fach ein Super-Wein.«
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PREIS-LEISTUNGS-VERHALTNIS

SPITZENWEINE ZU GUTEN PREISEN

B Die 14 Weine mit

einem sehr guten

Preis-Leistungs-

Verhaltnis, nach der

Rangliste geordnet,

sind folgende:

* Haut-Condissas

* Beauregard

* Grand Mayne

* Berliquet

» Clos de I'Oratoire

* Monbousquet

* La Tour Figeac

¢ Pavie-Decesse

+« Domaine de
Chevalier

e Pichon-Longue-

ville Baron

 Smith Haut-
Lafitte

* Clos Fourtet

* Canon-la-Gaffe-
lére

* Poujeaux

B Die 19 Weine mit
gutem Preis-Leis-
tungs-Verhaltnis,
nach der Rangliste

geordnet, heifen:

* Rollan de By

* Le Bon Pasteur
¢ Pavie-Macquin

e Lagrange

* Phélan Segur

e du Tertre

e Camensac

* Marquis de
Terme

o Haut-Marbuzet

¢ Pavie

e Larrivet-Haut-
Brion

¢ Talbot

* Léoville Poyferre

e Citran

¢ Pape Cléement

¢ Branaire-Ducru

¢ Langoa-Barton

o Canon

¢ Haut-Bailly
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CHATEAU CANON
LA GAFFELLIERE 1998

55% Merlot, 40% Cabernet Franc,
5% Cabernet Sauvignon.

Stéphan Von Neipperg est homme
de mesure: fier des Merlot de la
Mondotte mais pas aux prix de
dévaloriser les Cabernet Franc de
Canon La Gaffeliere. Car enfin, si
La Mondotte est un luxe qu'il a pu
offrir aux vignobles Neipperg, la
restauration du vignoble de Canon
La Gaffelliere a été une tout autre
affaire: comprendre son terroir en
profondeur, au propre et au figuré,
et lui redonner vie lui ont deman-
dé force et conviction. Force de
changer le quotidien et conviction
de ne pas faire cela inutilement.
Mais I'nomme a I'esprit fin et I'in-
telligence aiguisée. Il a fait de
Canon La Gaffeliérre un des vins
les plus puissants et massifs de
Saint-Emilion. Si puissant que son
vin passe médiatiquement moins
"Saint-Emilion" que tant de vins
qui "merlotte".
Mais La Mondotte..
Nez a peine ouvert, laissant trans-
paraitre un fruit de belle maturité,
liqueur de cassis, grenadine, poin-
te menthol, mélée a un doux bois,
pain chaud, fumé, épicé.

Attaque franche et opulente - évo-
lution pleine, ne manquant pas de
coffre, mais sans vulgarité aucune,
au contraire, la colonne est droite
et la matiere s’enroule, le fruit se
donne - trés belle tenue — bonne
longueur - finale sévere mais pas
séchante, franche et encore bien
boisée. Vin cylindrique et ramassé
d’amont en aval - beau potentiel,
grande classe.

A attendre, amateur de vin jeune
s'abstenir.

Fasian BArnes
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Chateau Canon-la-Gaffeliere
Saint-Emilion Grand Cru

Menee wem 3a mects ser Credan pon
HeiinGepr Bepuys sToMy BEIHKOJNENHOMY
samky ToT Ccraryc, KoTopwiit Canon-la-
Gaffeliere mven 8 1950-¢ rogsr. Jlns sToro Ho-
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BOMY BJQJEAbIY MOHAAOGUIOCH IPUBIEYDL
BECh APCEHAT COBPEMEHHON SHOJIOMMM 1 3Ha-
unreapuble rHancosbie pecypest. Mato ka-
xoit Bumorpayuk » Bopio mogsepraercs
CTOD THATENLHOMY T CTOMD Ke GeCKOMIPO-
MuccHOMy yxony. JKeprsa o6bema, npunocn-
Mast pajin KauecTBa NPOAYKTA, OObACHAET Ty
BKYCOBYIO M aPOMATUUECKYIO KOHIEHTPAIMIO
BUHA, KOTOPYIO BCE OTMEUAIOT KAK HEOCTIOPH-
moe gocrounctso Canon-la-Gaffeliere. Ten-
J1ast OYBA TOJHOKIS XOJIMOB FAEATHHO MO~
XOAUT IS COPTa KaBepic-ppan, KOTOpEIi
HPUJAET BUHY TOHKOCTb TAHWHHOI CTPYKTY-
poi. Bo MHOTHX Citysasix 5TO BHHO yke mpe-
B30ULIO ypoBenns nepsoix Cru Classe Cenr-
Bmmasona. Pyxosogamuit sumudukanmei
HOCAEAHIX MILLIE3IMOB dH0A0T Credhan Je-
PEHOHKYD ceifuac SKCHEPUMEHTUDPYET C BBI-
JNEPIKKOIL BIHA B YGOBBIX GOUKAX Ha OCajKe,
HTO JIOJUKHO C/eIaTh BKYC BMHA emte Gosee
TIOTHBIM.

Buma: Bee ypoxan mocie 1988To mmeior
BBICIIEE KAYECTBO.
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1999 CANON LA GAFFELIERE ST. EMILION ($48.00) (91-93)
1998 CANON LA GAFFELIERE ST. EMILION ($60.00) 93
Since 1988, this has been one of St.-Emilion’s star performers, thanks  maturity: 2004-2022.

to the tremendous efforts of the Comte de Neipperg. 1999: Another terrific effort, this opaque blue/purple-colored 1999
1998: This saturated purple-colored 1998 offers sumptuous aromas of  offers notes of melted asphalt, espresso, chocolate, blackberries,
prunes, blueberries, overripe black cherries, chocolate, coffee, and  prunes, Asian spices, and new oak. Sexy, with slightly less complexity
spicy new oak. Full-bodied, opulent, and expressive, this than the 1998, but lower acidity, and a plumper, fatter, more hedonistic
flamboyant/ostentatious effort is crammed with glycerin and extract.  style, it can be drunk upon its release and over the following 14-15
The tannin is sweet in this accessible, multilayered 1998. Anticipated  years.
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CHATEAU CANON

-LA-GAFFELIERE ***(*)

Tres expressif au nez, sur des parfums de myr-
tille, de vanille et de réglisse, c’est un vin tres
rectiligne en bouche, avec une attaque franche,
un milieu de bouche de bonne structure tan-
nique trés civilisée et une finale en tonalité par-
faite. Une grande persistance en haut de palais
signe son caracteére racé.
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1998 Canon-la-Gaffeliere: Extrem tiefe Farbe, Vio-
lett-Schwarz. In der Nase sehr verschlossenes, aber
kompaktes Bouquet, Rauchtdne, schoner, reifer
Ausdruck von wiirzigem, aber auch fruchtbringen-
dem Cabernet Franc, sanft holzern durch den Ein-
satz der neuen Holzcuviers, die Tiefgriindigkeit des

e Weines iiberwiegt. Im Gaumen
extrem saftig, feinstgliedrige,
fast schon gebundene Tannin-
textur, vollig harmonisch und
elegant, langes Riickaroma.
Einer der allerfeinsten und
: zugleich grossten Weine, die
Stephan von Neipperg je ge-
macht hat; den nachdegustier-
ten 97er Canon-la-Gaffeliere
haben wir gleichzeitig von 18
auf ebenfalls 19 Punkte auf
gewertet.
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1 ITALY 96
Tenuta dell'Ornellaia Bolgheri
Superiore Ornellaia 1998 ($110)

2 FRANCE 98
Chateau Cheval-Blanc St.-Emilion
1998 ($190)

3 CALIFORNIA y 95
Viader Napa Valley 1998 ($65)

4 ITALY 96

Avignonesi Vino Nobile di
Montepulciano Grandi Annate Riserva
1997 ($40)

5 FRANCE a5
Chateau Canon-La Gaffeliéere
St.-Emilion 1998 ($52)

6 ITALY 95
Antinori Bolgheri Superiore Guado al
Tasso 1998 ($65)

7 ITALY 95
Pio Cesare Barolo 1997 ($58)

8 FRANCE a3
Alain Graillot Crozes-Hermitage 1999
$19)

9 FRANCE 94

Chateau Smith-Haut-Lafitte
Pessac-Léognan 1998 ($36)

io FRANCE a3
E. Guigal Céte-Rétie Brune et Blonde
| 1998 ($38)
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JAMES SUCKLING'S TOP-SCORING 1998 BORDEAUX

For complete reviews, see the Buying Guide “New Releases” section starting on page 121, or our Web site at wiww.winespectator.com.
An dlphabetical listing of all wines tasted for this report begins on page 136 of this issue’s Buying Guide.

]

CHATEAU LEPIN Pomerol 1998 100 $615
Rich, wild and exotic. Dark ruby color, with decadent aromas

of aged game, wild fruits and grilled meat. Full-bodied, with

big, velvety tannins. Goes on and on.

CHATEAU CHEVAL-BLANC  St.-Emilion 1998 98  $190
Subtle, complex and refined, with aromas of cherry, licorice,

mineral, berry and other sweet, ripe fruit. Full-bodied, com-

pacted, with fine, silky tannins. Long finish.

CHATEAU L'EVANGILE  Pomerol 1998 98  $143
Captivating aromas of wild raspberry, cherry, mineral and

grilled meat. Full-bodied, with huge, silky tannins, a long,

caressing finish. Wonderful proportions.

CHATEAU PETRUS ~ Pomerol 1998 98  $550
High-toned nose, with violet, floral, berry and toasted oak

character. Full-bodied, with an incredible backbone of super-

polished tannins. Satisfying finish.

CHATEAU HAUT-BRION  Pessac-Léognan 1998 97 $193
Classy and rich, with vanilla, raspberry and chocolate aromas.
Full-bodied, with fine tannins and a long aftertaste of berry,

grape and vanilla. Elegant and powerful.

CHATEAU L'EGLISE CLINET Pomerol 1998 96 $197
Rich and thick, yet refined and precise. Crushed raspberry

and berry character. Full-bodied, with loads of fruit, fine tan-

nins and an extremely long finish.

CHATEAU LAFLEUR  Pomerol 1998 96  $200
Fascinating aromas of berry, chocolate, smoke and dried herb.
Full-bodied, with incredibly well-integrated tannins, a fine

texture and a finish that lasts for minutes.

CHATEAU LA MONDOTTE  St.-Emilion 1998 96 $332
Extremely well-constructed. Black in color, massively grapey,

with mineral, menthol and toasted oak. Full-bodied, with big,

velvety tannins and a long, grapey finish.

CHATEAU TROTANOY  Pomerol 1998 96 $207
Subtle and harmonious, with berry, tobacco and vanilla char-

acter. Full-bodied, with masses of polished, fine tannins. Long

finish of milk chocolate and berry.

CHATEAU CANON-LA GAFFELIERE  St.-Emilion 1998 95 $52

Wonderful aromas of ripe fruit, Indian spices and mineral.
Full-bodied, with fine tannins and a plush, caressing structure.
Fine and fabulous.

[SCDRET [PRICE] I:WINE}

CHATEAU LA MISSION-HAUT-BRION

Pessac-Léognan 1998

Tight and muscular. Very floral on the nose, with gorgeous
berry and cherry. Full-bodied, with silky tannins and a long,

95

fresh and fruity finish.

VIEUX-CHATEAU-CERTAN  Pomerol 1998

Powerful and wonderfully toned. Lovely mineral, berry and
violet aromas with hints of new oak. Full-bodied, with big
yet silky tannins and a long finish.

CHATEAU AUSONE  St.Emilion 1998

Plenty of mineral and berry character with hints of smoke
Full-bodied, with big, chewy tannins and a long, long finish.
Massive.

CLOS DE L'ORATOIRE  St.-Emilion 1998

Blockbuster. Black in color, with strong grape, toasted oak
and dark chocolate aromas. Full-bodied, with big, velvety
tannins and a long finish.

CHATEAU LA FLEUR DE GAY  Pomerol 1998

Exotic aromas of spice, meat and game, with lots of ripe
berry. Full-bodied, with soft, ripe tannins, a long finish.
On the level of the stupendous '90.

CHATEAU LA FLEUR-PETRUS  Pomerol 1998

Big wine, classic in style, with loads of berry and Indian
spices, hints of mineral and flowers. Full-bodied, with full
tannins and lots of fruit.

CHATEAU LATOUR A POMEROL Pomerol 1998

Tar, berry and dry stone aromas, with wet earth. Full-bod-
ied, thick and chewy, with velvety tannins. Big and rustic.
Textbook Latour  Pomerol. ;

CHATEAU ROL VALENTIN  St.-Emilion 1998
Breathtaking. Very dark color. Loads of cinnamon, berry

95

94

94

94

94

94

94

and currant aromas. Full-bodied, with big, velvety tannins
and a lengthy finish. Well-crafted.

CHATEAU SMITH-HAUT-LAFITTE  Pessac-Léognan 1998
Intense aromas of wet earth, stone and berries. Full-bodied,

94

with super well-integrated tannins and long finish. Well
made.

CHATEAU DE VALANDRAUD  St-Emilion 1998

Exotic, a bit rough now, but quite likable. Intense aromas of
tobacco, mineral, cedar, ripe fruit. Lots of toasted oak. Full-
bodied, with big tannins, lots of fruit, a chewy finish.

9%
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| JAMES SUCKLING |

A Right Bank Year to Rediscover

am always on the look out for quality 1998 Bordeaux. |
love their rich, opulent character, their round tannins
and long, decadent finishes. It is one of my favorite e

cent vintages from France's premier wine region.

£ you ate scratching your head, you have forgorten

that 1998 was a splic vintage for Bordeaux. I rated it at 95 points

for the Right Bank regions of St.-Emilion and Pomeraol. Pessac.
Léognan also excelled. (1 gave the Left Bank just 85 points.)

I remember writing in early 2001 fol-
lowing an extensive tasting of the 1998
wines in botcle that “If Bordeaux were
only the regions of Pomerol and St.-
Emilion, then the 1998 vintage would
be ane of the greatest ever ... They
have everything from ultraripe, exotic
fruz armas and flavors to copiaus, opu-
lent tannins. They are classic wines for
long-term aging.”

This is still true. [ rasted more than
100 19985 in blind tastings in Bordeaux
late Last year, and the wines showed a5
they did from the beginning, or even
better. | gave L6 wines scores of 95
points o more; 15 of these were Right
Bank wines. The top performers were
Le Pin {100 points) and Pétrus {99)
Overall, | rated four dozen St-Emilions
and Pomerols 90 points or more. (An
alphabetical list of all the wines tasted
for this report is available at wwwwine
spectator.com/063009.)

Other top-rated wines in the tasting

IF BORDEAUX WERE ONLY
POMEROL AND ST.-EMILION,
THE 1998 VINTAGE WOULD BE
ONE OF THE GREATEST EVER.

included La Mondorte (98), Cheval-Blanc (98), Lafleur (98),
UEglise Clinet (97), Trotanoy (97), Haut-Brion (97), L'Evangile
(97), La Mission-Haut-Brion {96), Pape Clement White (96)
and Haur-Brion White (96).

[ scored only one Médoc wine 95 points—first-growth Lafite
Rothschild—and only a handful of other Left Bank wines were
autstanding in my tasting.

e all makes sense. The 1998 vintage was hot and sunny for
most of the growing season. But in late September, rain began
still remerber the headline or an Oct. 4, 1998, story in Bor-
deaus datly newspaper Sud Ouest: i read “Take Cover! Too
Much Water in the Grapes. "

WINESPECTATOR.COM
For

Wine estates in such areas as St.-Emilion, Pomerol and Pessac-
Léognan finished harvesting cheir grapes by Sept. 29. Right Bank
wines are made with carlicr-ripening varicries such as Merlot and
Cabernet Franc. So, they made excellent reds in 1998

The difference in picking can be as much as two weeks be-
tweent the Merlot of the Right Bank and the Cabernet Sauvignon
of the northern Médoc. So essentially, the more Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon a wine estate had in its vineyard, the more diluted or unripe
the final borcles could be in 1998, Most
produucers in regions such as Margaux,
St-Julien, Paullac and St-Estephe had
1o harvest in between rain showers. This
is why many of the Left Bank 19985 are
lightly diluted, hollow or unipe.

But, boy, are the ourstanding reds
beautiful. The St.-Emilions and
Pomerols ave classic clarers, with all
the sttucture and richness one could
hope for. Right Bank vintners and wine
collectors have often compared the
1998 to the legendary 1950—another
year when Left Bank estates failed bur
Right ones triumphed—and I think they
are correct.

Moreover, many of the 1998s are excel
lent values, selling for less than their coun-
terparts ir: more famous vintages such as
2000 or 2005, For example, the classic
quality 1998 L'Eglise Clinet averaged $190
a bottle at auctions in the fourth quarter of
2008; 2 botrle of the 2000 traded for $275.
The 2005 was initially released at $352
Many lesser-known 1998 Pomerols and St.-Emilions sold at aucrion
in lae 2008 for between $40 and $75 a botle, and they are fanvastic
buys. Examples include Canon-La Gaffeliere (94, $73), Faugtres (93,
$41), Clos de ['Oratoire (92, 557) and Le Bon-Pasteur (93, $42)

The best 1998s will age well for decades to come.

 fact, most
of them still need another two or three years of bottle age 1o be-
come truly attractive to drink. | would recommend waiting until
2011 or 2012 to try them, although you could enjoy them sooner
if you decant them a couple of hours before serving. (Wines that
scored in the low 905 or below, however, should be consumed
over the next few years.)

With 1998 in mind, it’s good not 1o follow the pack on Bor
deaux vintages. And i you love Right Bank wines, rediscover a
1998 Pomerol or St.-Emilion and see for yourself.

of allred Bordesux
.

visit
also view full tsting notes for the wines.
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5 95 chateau Canon-La Gaffeliere St.-Emilion
1998 $52 Wonderful aromas of ripe fruit, Indian
spices and mineral. Full-bodied, with fine tannins and a
plush structure that caresses every inch of the palate.
Really fine and fabulous. Best ever from this estate. Best

after 2010. 4,580 cases made.—]J.S. (1/31/01)
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